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Key Takeaways

e The B.C. Compliance and Enforcement Agency (B.C.-CEA) consolidates enforcement
functions in the natural resource sector effective July 1, 2026.

e Operators will benefit from a single point of contact, centralized data management and
improved consistency in enforcement practices.

e Operators should review their compliance protocols as the B.C.-CEA could reshape natural

resource oversight in British Columbia.
OnJuly 1, 2026, the B.C. Compliance and Enforcement Agency (B.C.-CEA) took effect.
Operating under the Ministry of Environment and Parks, the B.C.-CEA consolidates multiple
enforcement and compliance functions across the natural resource sector into a single
agency, including

e B.C. Conservation Officer Service (Ministry of Environment and Parks)

e Natural Resource Officer Service (Ministry of Forests)

e Compliance and Environmental Enforcement Branch (Ministry of Environment and Parks)
e Compliance and Enforcement (Environmental Assessment Office)

e Service Transformation Branch (Ministry of Environment and Parks)

e Regulatory Effectiveness and Sector Integration Branch (Ministry of Environment and

Parks)

In addition, the B.C.-CEA will administer administrative monetary penalties for the Ministry of
Mining and Critical Minerals, and B.C. Parks, and will oversee licensing sanctions under the
Wildlife Act for hunters and anglers.

While these functions will be structurally combined (centralizing leadership, governance and
oversight), existing statutory powers and front-line service delivery will remain unchanged.
The resulting B.C.-CEA will operate as an integrated entity with over 400 staff.

The implementation of the B.C.-CEA is part of the province’s broader modernization initiative
aimed at making regulatory systems more effective, transparent and responsive. For
operators in the natural resource sector, the practical implications are likely to include the
following:
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Single point of contact: By consolidating compliance and enforcement functions into one
agency, the B.C.-CEA may reduce the complexity of dealing with multiple ministries and
provide a more streamlined pathway for compliance issues, inspections and investigations.
Centralized data management: Centralized compliance and enforcement data may give
enforcement officers a more complete view of an operator’s regulatory history, increasing
the importance of consistent record-keeping, inspection readiness and coordinated
responses across projects and sites.

Improved consistency: A single agency is intended to support more consistent
enforcement practices across the sector, which may create greater predictability for
operators but could also expose inconsistent practices across business units or regulated
activities.

Increased efficiency: Streamlined shared services, stronger cross-sector coordination and
aligned data management may result in faster and more coordinated enforcement activity,

requiring operators to respond promptly and consistently when issues arise.

Given its broad mandate, the B.C.-CEA has the potential to reshape natural resource
oversight in British Columbia. Operators should consider reviewing their compliance
protocols, document management practices and enforcement-response processes as the
agency becomes operational.
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